Mathematics 435: Algebra II
Mathematics Department

East Greenwich High School

2018-2019
Instructor: Mr. Stephen Levesque

Room 124

Phone: 398-1644

E-mail: slevesque@egsd.net
Remind: Text @eghsalg2 to 81010
Extra Help: Thursdays from 2:30–3:30 p.m., as well as during Advisory
EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT LEARNING:  All students will have multiple and varied opportunities to master course content and develop strategies to learn how to learn mathematics and to monitor and direct their own learning.

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This is a course for those students who have completed Algebra I and Geometry.  Students continue their study of functions and relations along with topics in statistics, and probability.  Topics include the development of the concept of a function from multiple perspectives; basic polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions; trigonometry on the unit circle; and basic trigonometric functions.
REQUIRED MATERIALS: Students are to bring a notebook, folder or binder, headphones, pen, and pencil to each class.  It is also recommended that students bring a calculator to class (see below).
TESTS AND QUIZZES: Quizzes are administered to identify your strengths and weaknesses with respect to specific concepts and skills that we are studying.  Quizzes are short (usually less than 30 minutes); notes or homework assignments may be used on some quizzes.  There are no makeups on quizzes.  Tests are administered to determine what you know and can do relative to the topics that we have studied.  Tests usually take a full class period to complete.  While tests focus on the most recent topics, all tests include a cumulative section.  Tests will be announced at least one week in advance.

OTHER FORMS OF EVALUATION: These assignments are used to support and enhance learning and to promote self-assessment.  Other forms of evaluation include test corrections, problem-solving activities, writing assignments, extended assignments, group work, and projects.  Assignments will be given regularly and are due the following class meeting. Homework should be done in pencil on loose-leaf paper or graph paper. In some cases, graph paper will be required.  Because it is vital that students keep pace with the course content, unexcused late work will receive a reduced grade.
CLASS PARTICIPATION AND PREPARATION: It is important that students arrive to class prepared with class materials and questions relevant to course content.  Two keys to success in any course are adequate preparation and active participation in the class.

ABSENCE: If a student is absent, it is vital for the student to check on missed assignments by visiting www.mrlevesquemath.weebly.com It is your responsibility to acquire the information covered during any class that you miss.  You should obtain the notes, read relevant material, and try the assignment before requesting after school assistance.  All homework assignments missed because of absence must be completed within two days after returning to school.  If you are absent on the day of a test, you should expect to take a similar test on the day that you return to school - whether or not this class meets on that day.   Any deviation from this practice requires that you contact your mathematics teacher as soon as you know that you will miss an assessment-in advance whenever possible, and no later than the day that you return to school from your absence.  If that is not possible, the student will take the assessment during the following class period.  Of course, should extended excused absences or extenuating circumstances arise, accommodations will be made.  If you cut a class, you earn a zero for any work/assessment associated with that class.
CALCULATORS: Some tasks or assessments allow - but do not require - the use of a four-function, scientific, or graphing calculator.  Consequently, you may want to have a four-function, scientific, or graphing calculator with you during class and while working on some assignments.  For those planning to purchase a graphing calculator, the TI-84 plus is recommended.  It should be noted that no task or assessment requires the use of a graphing calculator and that many tasks or assessments specify that a graphing calculator may not be used.  The SATs, ACTs, and a portion of the state assessments allow students to use four-function, scientific, or graphing calculators.  The Mathematics Department does not supply calculators.
ELECTRONIC DEVICES: Electric devices include, but are not limited to: cellular phones, CD players, PDA’s, handhelds, tablets, laptops, and similar devices including EGHS-issued Chromebooks.

The appropriate integration of electronic devices to enhance or support learning is at the discretion of the teacher and must reflect district, school, and department practices.

Electronic devices must be off during class and kept in a backpack, purse, or some other storage unit.  The use of these devices is expressly forbidden during class and on assessments and assignments except when otherwise directed by the teacher.

When classwork or assignments provide an opportunity for students to incorporate the use of an electronic device, that work will clearly indicate the expectations for the appropriate use of the electronic device.  Recording any part of class is forbidden and is a violation of student and teacher confidentiality.
Failure to comply with these expectations concerning the use of electronic devices may result in disciplinary action and/or affect your grade. 
EXTRA HELP: Extra help is available Thursdays after school. Students should make appointments when seeking extra help. It is the responsibility of the student to initiate the help process and arrive at help sessions with specific questions.  

GRADING: Quarterly averages will be determined in following manner:


Tests and Quizzes...…….....….80%     

 
     

   

     
Other.............…...........……..…20%    
ASPEN: It is the teacher’s responsibility to keep ASPEN current.  It is the responsibility of the student and parent/guardian to check ASPEN for grade updates.  Please access ASPEN to determine if an assignment/assessment has been graded, what a grade is, or if an assignment/assessment is missing.   If a grade is not available via ASPEN, it is not available.  Of course, questions about grades on returned assignments/assessments should be addressed by the student with the teacher.  Information about family access to ASPEN can be found at www.egsd,net/420/Family-Portal-Instructions.

ASSESSMENTS: There are four common course assessments for this course; the first semester performance task, the mid-term exam, the second semester performance task, and the final exam.  The grades of the four assessments will be averaged and count for 20% of the final course grade.
FINAL GRADE: The final grade will be computed in the following manner:

Quarter 1 Grade…………………………………………20%

Quarter 2 Grade…………………………………………20%

Quarter 3 Grade…………………………………………20%

Quarter 4 Grade…………………………………………20%


Average of the Common Course Assessments…......20%
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